
 

 

 

 

 

25 March 2014 

 

Schools Music Association votes to become part of the ISM 

 

The Schools Music Association (SMA) is to become part of the Incorporated 

Society of Musicians (ISM) as of 1 July 2014.  

 

The ISM and SMA are guaranteeing a strong voice for the music education profession at 

the national level. By working together they will continue to ensure that full professional 

support and representation is available to those working in music education.  

 

The two organisations have increasingly worked together in recent years in areas of 

advocacy and support for music educators. This merging of SMA with ISM is a natural 

next step and will preserve what is best about the SMA within the ISM, the subject 

association for music. 

 

Following the merger, the ISM organisation, name and normal functions will continue 

unaltered. SMA members will become part of the ISM and will be known as ‘ISM-SMA’ 

members. Those that choose to upgrade to full ISM membership can also enjoy the 

unparalleled legal, insurance and other services that the ISM offers. The SMA name will 

live on through a number of services that will continue post-merger. 

 

The merger is the result of a considered process within the SMA, which has been 

consulting its members on possible futures for the organisation since 2012. SMA 

members indicated an overwhelming preference to explore merger with the ISM in 

November 2012, and at their AGM on 26 October 2013 voted unanimously for the 

association to merge with the larger ISM, the UK’s professional body for musicians. 

 

Deborah Annetts, Chief Executive, ISM, said: ‘We are delighted that the members of 

the SMA voted overwhelmingly in favour of merging with the ISM. Our shared aims and 

standards mean that the SMA is a perfect fit with the ISM, the UK’s professional body for 

musicians and subject association for music. The essential work we carry out 



representing the rights of music educators will be enhanced by this merger, and we look 

forward to welcoming our new members with open arms.’ 

 

Jay Deeble, Chairman, SMA, said: ‘After 76 years of working to help children and their 

teachers make music together, we are looking forward to the next 76, working as a 

vibrant part of the ISM. Joint projects, and shared values and attitudes mean that the 

transition should be seamless, and we shall continue to provide an essential network for 

music teachers, serving as a vital link between those working with young people and the 

policy makers at local, regional and national level. Our aims will remain unchanged and 

we shall continue to organise events involving children in mass music-making, as well as 

provide termly resources to members.’ 

 

-Ends- 

For more information Talia@littledeskpr.com  

Telephone: 07834 431 007 

 

Notes 

 

About the ISM 

The Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) is the UK’s professional body for musicians 

and largest subject association for music educators, representing the rights and views of 

its members and offering a distinctive range of vital services to all working in the music 

profession. The ISM promotes the art of music and champions the interests of the music 

profession with an independent voice. Members are protected with an unparalleled legal 

advice service and many other supporting professional benefits.   

 

The ISM’s membership of 6,500 includes performers, composers, music educators and 

music industry professionals. The ISM has over 100 corporate members from across the 

sector including the Association of British Orchestras, Classic FM, the International Artist 

Managers’ Association, the Music Industries Association, the Royal Philharmonic Society; 

publishers such as OUP and Schott Music; and, in the field of education, ABRSM, 

Charanga, Mix Music Education, MMA, Music for Youth, Trinity College London, Yamaha 

Music, numerous Music Services, university music departments and all of the UK 

conservatoires 

 

ism.org 
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About the SMA  

The Schools Music Association (SMA) is recognised as a national voice for music in 

education, providing an essential network for music teachers, which serves as a vital link 

between those working with young people and the policy makers at local, regional and 

national level. Since its inception in 1938, SMA Officers have met regularly with 

representatives from Government and other statutory bodies and associations to 

reinforce the place of music in education. 

 

Unlike most subject associations, SMA regularly organises musical events for children 

and young people, and provides a termly music resources magazine (MUSICWorld) for 

members – and will continue to do so. 

 

Members (from the UK, Isle of Man, Jersey, Gibraltar and Australia) of SMA comprise 

teachers in infant, junior and secondary schools (in the maintained and independent 

sectors), teachers in special schools and colleges, musicians who work within education 

and the community, music centres, services and agencies, inspectors, advisers and 

consultants, schools, colleges, youth choirs, orchestras and libraries, local authorities 

and parents, festivals, adjudicators and workshop presenters, publishers, manufacturers, 

music shops and others within the music business. 

 

schoolsmusic.org.uk 


